
The Man Without a Selfie



What is your 
favorite image
you have ever 
posted or seen 

online?







































Pretending to
have cancer

Photoshopping
a baby’s eyes



What’s the most 
inauthentic thing you’ve 

seen anyone post…

or what is the most 
inauthentic thing you’ve 

ever posted?



Social media is a tool
for defining ourselves



















Social media is a tool
for defining ourselves



Social media is a tool
for defining ourselves

We are all on a quest to 
make sense of ourselves



Possible ‘sources of the self’:

Yourself

Others

God/Transcendent

Adapted from:
Charles Taylor, 
Sources of the Self



Others



‘Well, we all have a face
That we hide away forever
And we take them out
And show ourselves when everyone 
has gone.’

Billy Joel



‘There used to be a me beneath the mask, 
but I had it surgically removed.’

Peter Sellers



Others



Yourself



‘I want to be unique, just like 
everybody else.’



‘I’ll show them who I 
really am.’





Yourself



God/Transcendent









Yourself

Others

God/Transcendent



God



The Man Without a Selfie



What if a life oriented towards God 
made you more human, and not 
simply more religious?



This man lived in the tombs, and no one 
could bind him anymore, not even with a 
chain. For he had often been chained hand 
and foot, but he tore the chains apart and 
broke the irons on his feet. No one was 
strong enough to subdue him. Night and day 
among the tombs and in the hills he would 
cry out and cut himself with stones.



For a long time this man had not worn 
clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in 
the tombs.



This man lived in the tombs, and no one 
could bind him anymore, not even with a 
chain. For he had often been chained hand 
and foot, but he tore the chains apart and 
broke the irons on his feet. No one was 
strong enough to subdue him. Night and day 
among the tombs and in the hills he would 
cry out and cut himself with stones.



When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with 
an impure spirit came… to meet him. This 
man lived in the tombs, and no one could 
bind him anymore, not even with a 
chain. For he had often been chained hand 
and foot, but he tore the chains apart and 
broke the irons on his feet. No one was 
strong enough to subdue him. Night and day 
among the tombs and in the hills he would 
cry out and cut himself with stones.





‘It is uninhabitable.’

Jorge Luis Borges



When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran 
and fell on his knees in front of him. He 
shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What do you 
want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? In God’s name don’t torture me!’





If there was a God who saw you completely 
as you are, and still moved towards you, 
would you want to run towards them, 
scream for them to go away, or something 
else?



Jesus… said to him, ‘Come out of this man, 
you impure spirit!’…



Jesus… said to him, ‘Come out of this man, 
you impure spirit!’… and the impure spirits 
came out.



The people went out to see what had 
happened. When they came to Jesus, they 
saw the man… sitting there, dressed and in 
his right mind.



Jesus:

Moved towards the man.

Made him more human, more himself.

Changed him, not just his perspective.



What if God still:

Moves towards us.

Makes us more human, more ourselves.

Changes us, not just our perspective.



When someone adds you:

Block

Follow

Accept



With God, you can:

Ignore

Investigate

Welcome
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